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By Mychael Jones, Director of Liturgy
When Pope Francis was asked “Why now?”
regarding a Year of Mercy his reply was sim-

By Father Brian Fier, Pastor

ple, this is the time for mercy. Similarly, this is

Yes, on Sunday, September 10, 2017 we will gather with our
shepherd Archbishop Bernard Hebda to celebrate fifty years of
existence as a church. Note that on this special day our Mass
schedule will change. Rather than two Masses, we will have just
one Mass at the special time of 10:00am. We are hoping for a
grand celebration! Our 50th Anniversary Task Force, Feast of
St. Edward Committee, Community Life Commission and Parish
Council are already at work to create a memorable gathering.
Be sure to mark September 10th on your calendar.
What memories does this announcement bring forth for you?
How long have you been part of our community? What has
been your experience? What is your sense of our “spirit”? Consider a portion of the foreword from It Was Almost Techla chronicling our first ten years: “…no ordinary parish. Ask any of the parishioners why, and they…let you know that Saint Edward’s is different; different from any other parish they have ever known…
continued on page 4

the time for Grace. As we close our Year of
Mercy we usher in the Year of Grace.
"Grace" and "mercy" are words that most
people are familiar with in a general sense.
Through literature, movies and popular culture, we have formed vaguely religious ideas
in our minds about the meanings of these
words. When considering the religious significance of words, however, it is important to
be careful and precise. The meaning of a
word in a particular religion may be very different from its meaning in popular culture;
and definitions of words can even vary
among different religious traditions.
The Catholic Church teaches that grace is a
gift given by God to humans that allows
them to be forgiven of their sins and achieve
eternal life. Catholics believe that the power

ANNUAL PANCAKE BREAKFAST
January 15th, 8am-12:30pm
Knights of Columbus Dining Hall
Raise money for our new
“Alcove for Mary!”

ALL-AGES FAITH FORMATION
February 1st, 6:30pm
Church of St. Edward
Welcome Guest Speaker:
Archbishop Hebda!

of God's grace allows baptism, the act that
washes away one's sins and allows one to
become a child of God, to occur. Without
this gift of grace, a person can never
continued on page 3

By Patrick Smalley
Director of Grades 6-12 Faith Formation
& Young Adult Ministry
During the season of Advent, in preparation for the
coming of Jesus, we enter into the story of John the
Baptist who “prepares the way” for his cousin’s
earthly ministry. In the Gospel of John, John the Baptist compares his role to being the best man to Jesus
as the bridegroom of the Church. What factors
would you consider when deciding the best man (or
maid of honor) in your life right now? What do you
value? Maybe you instantly think of a sibling who
has been there for you through it all or a longtime
friend from college. There are certain things that we
share with those closest to us that cannot be explained—certain things that we value above all else,
and yet, words don’t do justice to their strength.
Looking at the character and the values of John the
Baptist, we see him as committed and honest—even
if his message was unpopular. We see a faithful servant who does not get caught up in the materiality of
society. We see a selfless minister who sets aside his
own ministry when the time comes for Jesus to enter
the scene. It’s easy for us as Christians to see what
John the Baptist was preparing the way for. Hindsight is always 20/20. But in this present moment,
what are our lives preparing the way for? This is the
question we must ask as we prepare for the coming
of Jesus at Christmas. This is the question of Advent,
and the importance for this liturgical season.

Whether we realize it or not, our lives prepare the
way for something beyond us. The way we live our
lives, the priorities we have, and the things we value
that prepare the hearts of those closest to us for
what is coming. Whether it’s chaos or peace, we are
constantly influencing others towards something
else. We all have the opportunity each day to be
the best man or maid of honor to our loved ones.
Who or what are you preparing the way for by your
life? What do your priorities say about what’s really
important to you? How are you leveraging those
moments of influence—like driving somewhere, dinner table conversations, watching TV at night or
walking to class? How are we as a parish leveraging
our collective influence to prepare the way for our
youth?
Advent is a season to reflect on these questions, as
well as so many more. It gives us the opportunity to
think back on what we’re grateful for in our lives,
and what we can give to others going forward. With
Christmas comes a new liturgical year, and not too
far after that we have a new calendar year. Let’s
prepare our hearts for this new beginning by being
open to allowing the Spirit in each of us to guide our
thoughts, relationships, and our time. As John so eloquently put it, in order to prepare the way for the
Lord, “He must increase; I must decrease.” (Jn 3:30)

ADVENT IS MY FAVORITE SEASON
“This holiday season, in the midst of parties, baking, shopping, wrapping
presents, and more, let’s focus on our families. Our unique, uncommon,
not picture-perfect families—chosen by God. Whether that means parents,
siblings, spouses, little children, grown children, grandkids, neighbors, dear
friends, pets or any combination, shape or size, may
we celebrate these gifts as we recall the story of new
parents celebrating their gift of a newborn
baby—a baby that would change the world.”
Read Nicole Smalley’s whole Advent message on our
web page or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
stedwardschurch.org.

By Dc. Jim DeShane, Director of Pastoral Ministry
At the Church of St. Edward, we want to continue
reaching out to all our neighbors and all who are in
need. Things change constantly and we want to be
aware of those who have either moved to a new
living situation but remain in our parish territory or are
homebound and can no longer drive to Mass. There
are many ways in which we can remain connected
to parishioners who can no longer come to us. Here is
a short list:







Communion: Holy Communion can be brought
to homes and facilities.
Bulletin & Newsletter: Our weekly parish bulletin
and tri-annual all-parish newsletter can be mailed
or e-mailed to homes and facilities.
Prayer Lists: Names can be added to our prayer
lists, and may be read aloud during the Prayers of
the Faithful at Sunday Masses, printed in our
weekly bulletin and/or entered in our Book of
Prayer.
Phone Calls: Our Pastoral Care Calling Team
makes phone calls for a check-in and monthly
chat.




Stephen Ministry: If applicable, a Stephen Minister
can be engaged. Stephen Ministry allows confidential sharing of difficult experiences.
Funerals: Any current member of our parish or
Catholic resident in our territory who isn’t a member at another parish, even if that person is no
longer able to attend our Masses, may have their
funeral celebrated at the Church of St. Edward.
In fact, funerals can be pre-planned, greatly easing family burdens and ensuring that wishes are
understood and respected.

But in order to stay connected to those who can no
longer easily reach out to us, we need updated contact information. If you or someone you know is
homebound or living in an assisted living center or
nursing home and would like to be connected or
re-connected to our parish, please contact our
parish office at 952-835-7101 right away.

“My grace is
continued from front page
achieve the eternal bliss that is true knowledge of God. In
essence, grace is divine favor and how wonderful is that?

sufficient for you”
~God
(2 Corinthians 12:9)

The Catholic Church identifies two types of grace: sanctifying grace and actual grace. Recalling years of faith
formation, sanctifying grace arises from being in a constant
state of holiness. Through baptism, for example, the soul is cleansed and imbued with sanctifying grace. Actual
grace is help that God gives to a person for acts of faith, charity or benevolence. This type of grace is not constant, but appears only when meritorious acts take place. It is also important to differentiate actual grace from
natural graces, such as good health or good fortune.
Our Holy Father recognizes that all of us are imperfect and in need of grace. As he called us to show mercy
through our actions we are called to be gracious and show grace to one another. Pope Francis called upon
Catholics during the Year of Mercy and now with the Year of Grace to “make it evident that the Church’s
mission is as a witness of compassion.”
Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Fr. Brian’s message (from front page)
...maybe the reason is to be found in the
heart and soul of the man who breathed
life into the parish, Father Paul Dudley. The
people believe that his profound love for
God and humanity is the cornerstone on
which he built the parish. Father Dudley
lived a life of concern for the people and
never thought of the parish of Saint
We worshiped and celebrated together on September 11, 2016 at the
Edward’s as the bricks and mortar that
Feast of St. Edward. This event marked our first “Feast
blended into a handsome edifice. The
Raffle” which raised money for our Social Justice Outreach Fund.
building was only a convenience to serve
as a meeting place for the people to
worship their God and openly express
their love and concern for one another. From the day of its beginning, Saint Edward’s has been a parish where people
come to be joyful and friendly as they celebrate the liturgy. It is a parish where families gather as a group to sing and
pray and where they are happy together in the presence of the Lord.”
Having served as a co-pastor with Bishop Paul Dudley back in 1995/1996 at the Church of St. Dominic in Northfield,
I can personally attest to his love for the Church and for humanity. His spirit inspired countless people to embrace the
faith, hope and love of Jesus Christ. Yes, we were blessed to have such a wonderful founding pastor.
I pray that we all will take time during these months leading up to our 50th to reflect upon the founding spirit of our
church, as well as to recommit ourselves to continue the good work begun by our founding members. May God bless
us in our efforts to build the kingdom here at the Church of St. Edward.

Visit www.StEdwardsChurch.org for the most up-to-date information about our parish!
Join our weekly e-Blast by clicking “All-Parish E-Blast Sign Up” at the bottom of our homepage.

This newsletter’s theme is Advent
& Worship. Our next newsletter
will focus on Social Justice &
Charity and Administration. Look
for it in the spring!

It’s time for your close-up! All
parishioners are invited to be a
part of our 2017 Pictorial
Directory. Visit our web page
and click the purple “Photo
Directory” button at the top
right side to learn more.

A very warm welcome to Nicole
Smalley, our new Coordinator of
Youth Ministry & Catechesis for
Grades 6-8!

Volunteers cook and serve a hot
dinner once a month at two
locations: St. Stephen’s Church
in Minneapolis and Creekside
Community Center in Bloomington. Please call the parish office
to learn more or volunteer your
time.

Due to privacy laws the only
way we know when someone
is, or plans to be, hospitalized is
by notification from a family
member or friend. Once
requested, we can offer
spiritual and emotional support.

The time for our Mass of
Christmas Night on Christmas
Eve has changed this year.
Celebrate with a full choir and
candlelight at 10:30pm; musical
prelude begins at 10:00pm.

By Craig Walker, Director of Music
Christmas decorations are everywhere! They have
been out for at least a couple months. Retailers used
to wait until Black Friday, then it moved up to October 31st, now it is right after back-to-school supplies
get cleared away! On the radio, in shopping malls,
everywhere you go you hear the familiar tunes of
Christmas. Everywhere except at church.
Perhaps you think, “I really wish we’d sing more
Christmas songs in church during December.” If so,
you aren’t alone. Yet, there are many churches that,
despite the world’s pressure, choose only Advent
songs during the four weeks before Christmas. After
all, Advent is about waiting, right?
Alternatively, there are those who point out the wonderful theology of Christmas hymns as well as the
true and eager desire of the people in the pews to
experience those powerful musical expressions of
faith as the rest of the world throws them songs like
“Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer.”
Let’s look at the meaning of the season—no, not
Christmas, but rather Advent. The word Advent
comes from the Latin word adventus which means
“coming.” During Advent we are waiting for God to
come to us; waiting that goes farther back in our
faith than Christ Himself—back to the time of the
Israelite’s religious, political, and geographical
oppression. “How long, O Lord?” they cry in the
Psalms. “When will you send us a Savior?”
We all know that kind of waiting in our lives. Waiting
for a prayer to be answered for a loved one in pain.
Waiting between a death and a funeral for that final
commendation to God. Just waiting for someone to
call so we don’t have to feel lonely anymore.
During Advent, we collectively experience that kind
of hopeful waiting. But that’s not all. We also experience excited waiting. The waiting a young child has
for a birthday party or the waiting a parent has for
the college student to arrive home for Thanksgiving.
But what about Advent music? Church documents
tell us that “In Advent the use of the organ and other
musical instruments should be marked by a moderation suited to the character of this time of year,
without expressing in anticipation the full joy of the
Nativity of the Lord.” So, a certain restraint should
mark the music during Advent season. This restraint is
a kind of “fasting” that waits for the “feasting” of
Christmas and draws us into the paschal mystery of
the liturgical year.

When do we sing Christmas songs? After all, isn’t
Christmas, at least on a practical level, over on December 26th? For many, Christmas ends the day
after Christmas and life resumes its normal activities.
Church, on the other hand, observes and extends
Christmastime until the Feast of the Baptism of the
Lord. The popular Christmas song, “The Twelve Days
of Christmas” is rooted in the festive celebration of
Christmastime and a celebration of the Catholic
faith, from a time in England and Ireland when Catholics had to disguise their Catholic beliefs. During the
years 1558 to 1829, when Parliament finally emancipated Catholics in England, Catholics were prohibited from any practice of their faith by law—private or
public. Sadly, it was a crime to be Catholic.
At the Church of St. Edward we will wait to sing
Christmas songs. We will wait together during Advent
so that we can fully rejoice in the theology and
splendor of Christmastide—which starts with our
celebration of the Nativity of the Lord on December
25, 2016 and continues until the celebration of the
Baptism of the Lord on January 9, 2017. I hope you
are able to join us, making our festive celebration
even more beautiful!

Do you love to sing but can’t commit to sing routinely with our choirs? You are invited to join our Festival
Choir for Christmas instead! This group joins our regular adult choir to sing at the 10:30am Mass on Christmas Day. There are just four rehearsals—December
1, 6, 15 & 22 at 7:00pm—each just thirty minutes.
Even if you can’t make all of them we’d still love to
have you in the group. Talk to Craig or Roger after
Mass or contact Craig Walker at 952-835-7101 or
cwalker@stedwardschurch.org.

Our Children's Choir is open to kids in grades 2-8.
Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 5:30-6:15pm. This
choir sings at a 10:30am Mass once a month and at
the 4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass and 10:30am Mass
on Easter Sunday. To learn more contact Emma at
eshukle@nativitybloomington.org.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
Nov. 26
VEAP Toy Drive
12-1pm: Confessions
5pm: Mass

CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES: 4:00 PM & 10:30 PM
CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES: 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM
Nov. 27
1ST SUNDAY ADVENT
VEAP Toy Drive
8:30am Mass
10:30am Mass
7:15pm: Exposition

Nov. 28
VEAP Toy Drive
6:30pm: Rosary

Nov. 29
VEAP Toy Drive
6:30pm: Mass

Nov. 30
VEAP Toy Drive
9am: Mass

Dec. 1
VEAP Toy Drive
9am: Mass
7pm: Festival Choir
Rehearsal

Dec. 2
Office Closed
VEAP Toy Drive
9am: Mass

Dec. 3
VEAP Toy Drive
9am: First Saturday
Mass
12-1pm: Confessions
5pm: Mass

Dec. 4
2ND SUNDAY
ADVENT
VEAP Toy Drive
Donut Sunday
8:30am Mass
10:30am Mass

Dec. 5
VEAP Toy Drive
6:30pm: Rosary

Dec. 6
VEAP Toy Drive
6:30pm: Mass of the
Anointing
7pm: Festival Choir
Rehearsal

Dec. 7
VEAP Toy Drive
9am: Mass

Dec. 8: FEAST OF THE
IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION (holy
day of obligation)
9am: Mass
6:30pm: Mass
VEAP Toy Drive

Dec. 9
Office Closed
VEAP Toy Drive Ends
9am: Mass

Dec. 10
12-1pm: Confessions
5pm: Mass

Dec. 11
3RD SUNDAY
ADVENT
8:30am Mass
10:30am Mass
11:30a: Speaker:
“Jewish-Catholic
Relations”

Dec. 12
6:30pm: Rosary

Dec. 13
11am: Advent
Reconciliation
Service
6:30pm: Mass
7pm: Advent
Reconciliation
Service

Dec. 14
9am: Mass

Dec. 15
9am: Mass
7pm: Festival Choir
Rehearsal

Dec. 16
Office Closed
9am: Mass
9:30a-5pm:
Eucharistic
Adoration for
Vocations

Dec. 17
12-1pm: Confessions
5pm: Mass

Dec. 18
4TH SUNDAY ADVENT
Donut Sunday
8:30am Mass
10:30am Mass
7:15pm: Exposition

Dec. 19
6:30pm: Rosary

Dec. 20
4-6pm: Confessions
6:30pm: Mass

Dec. 21
9am: Mass
11a-1pm:
Confessions
6p: Christmas Eve
Procession Practice

Dec. 22
9am: Mass
10a-12p:
Confessions
7pm: Festival Choir
Rehearsal

Dec. 23
Office Closed
Building Closes after
Confessions
9am: Mass
10am-12p:
Confessions

Dec. 24
CHRISTMAS EVE*
4pm: Christmas Vigil
Mass (family Mass &
Children’s Choir—all
are welcome!)
10:00pm: Musical
prelude to Mass
10:30pm: Mass of
Christmas Night (full
choir & candlelight
celebration)
No Confessions or
5pm Mass

Dec. 25
CHRISTMAS DAY*
(holy day obligation)
8:30am: Christmas
Day Mass
10:30am: Christmas
Day Mass

Dec. 26
Building & Office
Closed

Dec. 27
6:30pm: Mass

Dec. 28
9am: Mass

Dec. 29
9am: Mass

Dec. 30
Office Closed
HOLY FAMILY
9am: Mass

Dec. 31
NEW YEAR’S EVE
12-1pm: Confessions
5pm: Mass

Jan. 1
NEW YEAR’S DAY
SOLEMNITY OF MARY
(holy day obligation)
8:30am Mass
10:30am Mass
7:15pm: Exposition

Jan. 2
Building & Office
Closed

Jan. 3
6:30pm: Mass of the
Anointing

Jan. 4
9am: Mass

Jan. 5
9am: Mass

Jan. 6
Office Closed
9am: Mass

Jan. 7
9am: First Saturday
Mass
12-1pm: Confessions
5pm: Mass

Jan. 8
EPIPHANY OF THE
LORD
8:30am Mass
10:30am Mass
7:15pm: Exposition

Jan. 9
BAPTISM OF THE
LORD
6:30pm: Rosary

*All are invited to bring bells to ring during the “Glory to God” at all Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Masses

